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o A thorough research that can contribute 
to the body of knowledge, benefitting the 
stake holders. 
o Original contribution - comprehensive 
o As a process to inculcate, develop, 
provide and harnessing research skills - 
becoming independent researchers 
o Eg, abandoned housing projects - my 
experience - many gaps 
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I Why Take PhD? 
o A job requirement - lecturer 
o Promotion 
o Better career choices 
o Acquisition of knowledge, ideas, skills, 
techniques 
o Want to contribute - an idealism 
o Becoming specialist expertise 
o Eg abandoned housing projects - my 
experience - land, planning, building, housing 
development law, insolvency, Islamic Home 
Finance laws. 
o A good Undergraduate Degree & Master 
o Exposure prior to PhD Studies 
o Language 
o See the prospective supervisor, discuss - 
check whether the institution has the 
required expertise 
o Eg, abandoned housing projects, my 
L I 






I t  I '  
I - i 
I 1 What is A PhD Research 1 I 
I I Proposal? 1 1  I 
o A Research Road Map 
o A Research Blue Print - a  research plan which shows 
what can be achieved and how it can be achieved 
o To convince prospective supervisor and funder 
about the research plan, feasibility of the research 
o Define a clear plan for research 
o Problem statements 
o Objectives 
o Research Questions 
o Research Methodology 
o Contribution/significance 
o Scope 
o Time limit/schedule 






o Problem Statement 
o Objectives 
o Research Questions 
o Literature Review 
o Research Methodology 
o Chapters 
o Schedule 




Note: Topic & Scope 
o Exposure 
o Interest/passion 
Data So~lrces - tally with research 
niethodology, research objectives and 
research questions. 
o Do-able, researchable. 
o Research expertise of the institutions -talk 
to prospective supervisors. 
o Eg abandoned housing projects - 
exposure, interest/passion, accessible 
data sources, do-able, available research 
expertise. 
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Title 
o Key words 
o Concise 
o Attract readers 
o Explain further in the research 
methodology particularly on the scope. 
o Eg: Abandoned Housing Projects in 
Peninsular Malaysia: Legal & Regulatory 
Framework 
o Short, simple 
o Contents - Problem Statement, 
objectives, research methodology, 
contribution and significance. 
o 200 words 
1 o Summarise the proposal I 
I 
1 1 lntroduciion 
o Normally in UUM, this is no required but for 
FRGS/LRGS/UUM Grant, it is a must 
o My experience: this is section is among 
the last work of preparing the proposal , 
o Background of the project - something 
general statement 
o Major issues 
o Concise, 1-2 pages 
o Can catch the readers' interests 
o My experience: This sections is among the last 
section after completing the proposal - have 
a bird eye view of the writing. 
o Eg Abandoned Housing Projects - I referred to 
the Malaysia Plans and select 1-2 issues arising 
from abandoned housing projects. I touched 
also on the legal aspects - laws, case law, 
legislations, purchasers' grievances, losses. 
o Eg: abandoned housing projects - PS, 0, 






o Supported with proof, authority 
o Provide examples 
o How long? 
o Eg in abandoned housing projects - the 
official statistics and reports, ur~resolved 
issues reported by mass media, case law 
or unresolved issues evidenced by the 
experts. 
Objectives 
o Concise and focus 
o 3-4 objectives 
o Careful with words. Choose only the 
relevant ones - to study, to analyse, to 
examine, to recommend. 
1 1 Objectives 
o Eg: abandoned housing projects: 
o i) To study the land, planning, buildings and 
housing development laws related to 
abandoned housing projects in Peninsular 
Malaysia; 
o li) to study the legal issues in abandoned 
housing projects in Peninsular Malaysia: 
o lii) to comparatively study the laws governing 
abandoned housing projects and its 
rehabilitation between Malaysia, NSW and 
Singapore laws; 
o Iv) To recommend improvements of the 
Malaysian land, planning, building and housing 
development laws in dealing with abandoned 
housing projects in Peninsular Malaysia. 
o Expand the research objectives. 
o In case study use -why and how? 
o Eg, abandoned housing projects. 
o Why are abandoned housing projects still occurring 
even though there are laws, regulations and 
statutory provisions governing the housing industry? 
o How can the existing laws, rules and regulations 
prevent and avoid this catastrophe from recurring in 
the future and how can the laws be improved? 
o Where abandoned projects are to be rehabilitated, 
how can the existing laws, rules and regulations 
facilitate and protect rights and interests of the 
parties involved? If the available law is not enough 
or i f  there is none, how can the existing laws be 
improvised or improved or new legal solutions be 
forwarded to give appropriate and sufficient 
protection and remedies to the parties involved? 
Theoretical Framework 
o A group of related ideas that provide 
guidance to a research project 
o It simplifies the readers' understanding 
I about what you are researching into. 
! o Eg abandoned housing projects. 
I 
I Theoretical Framework 
o To discuss the relevant laws in abandoned 
housings projects - land, planning, building, 
housing development and lslarr~ic Laws. 
o To discuss the legal issues concerning the 
above laws. 
o To compare with 2 foreign jurisdictions' laws 
on the above matters. 
o To recommend improvised laws dealing with 
abandoned housing projects. 
o Use diagrams. 
I 
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I l l  1 Literature Review I ' I  
o Discuss relevant literature and writings on 
the subject under study 
o Find the gaps and lacunae or loopholes 
that have not been identified by the 
current researchers and writers on the 
topic under study. 
o Eg: Abandoned housing projects - no 
legal research done so far, no case study 
approach: the case law. 
o Approach, step and method that will be 
used to find and extract data, analyze 




o How to measure the issues, problems, 
Research Methodology 
solutions. 
o Eg: abandoned housing projects - 
qualitative case study 
I 1 Research Methodology I I 
o Qualitative - explorin people's life [subjective), 9 histories Research Me hodology, dad behaviour. 
Research Methodolo y, on matters t at 9 6 quantitative method ails to address/measure. Few 
respondents. 
o Quantitative - how people intend to vote - use 
survey sampling methods - specific; large number 
of respondents 
The choice depends on what you are trying to find 
out - research objectives/questions, our purposes, 
the resources available, 
Research Methodology 
I 
Eg: abandoned housin projects - qualitative case 
study - an in-depth stu y 
o Features of Qualitative - soft, flexible, 
subjective, political, case study, 
speculative, grounded 
o Features of Quantitative - hard, fixed, 
objective, value-free, survey, hyphothesis 
testing, abstract 
o Eg: abandoned housing projects - 





o Reliability (degree of consistency by different 
observers and occasion) 
o Validity (truth) 
Use triangulation: combining different ways of 
looking at it or different findings; multiple evidence 
Use Respondent validation: 
Use Recording information and interviews 
Eg: abandoned housing projects 
I 
Research Methodology 
o Case study 
o Sources of evidence: Documentation; 
archival records; interviews; direct 
observation: participant-observation; physical 
artifacts 
o To ensure reliabilitylvalidity: use multiple 
evidence/triangulation: create a case study 
database; maintain chain of evidence. 
o Eg: abandoned housing projects 
o 1 st semester: proposal defence 
o Subsequent semesters - field work, 
analysis, writings. 
o 3 years 
I References 
o APA 
o Tura bian style 
o Chicago style 
o Legal style 
o Must get the reference manual of the 
institution as early as possible. For eg llUM 
manual for Phd Research. 
Problems in PhD Studies 
Journey 
o Rejection by the supervisor 
o Inaccessible data sources 
o Language 
o Health 
o Personal problems 




How to commence writing? 
o Write what you think, feel and thought of 
o 'Then supplement with proof, materials 
and data source materials. 
During PhD Proposal Defence 
Viva 
o Knowledge, requires readings on the subject 
matter of the research 
o Justify 
o Authority, proof, reasons 
o Ensure thorough understanding of the proposal 
o Understand research methodology 
o Be persuasive 
o Try to be engaging 
o Be convincing and try hard to cause the 
examiners agree with you. 
During PhD Proposal Defence 
Viva 
o How do you anticipate you will achieve the 
research objectives and what is your rationale 
for adopting the chosen method? 
o What do you need (any special equipment, 
I software, material) 
o Can you access necessary data or expertise? 
o Do you require particular resources? 
I o Are there barriers or pitfalls? 
I 





o Surprise your supervisor/examiners 
o Must gain hislher confidence and belief in your 
works. 
o Discipline, passion, interest - need to think and 
deliberate deeply. Something that you love and feel 
fulfilled. 
o Zero defect. 
o Get plenty of rest 
o Focus 
o eat nutritious foods 
o Exercise 
o Drink a lot of plain water 
o Avoid controversies 
o Send your works to journals 
o Involve in academic conferences. 
o Talk and discuss with the relevant persons affected 
by the research (even the labour cleaner) 
I 
During PhD Proposal Defence 
Viva I 
o Does the proposed project involve human 
ethics, animal ethics or safety 
implications? 
o Will travel or fieldwork be required? If so, 
where to, how long and at what intervals? 
I 
I 
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I I 
I 
oGood Luck 
oThank You 
